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DE WET POTGIETER

W
E ARE gatvol and
that is putting it
mildly. We are
forced to imprison

ourselves so that criminals can
roam the streets and do what
they like. We are under siege!

This was the desperate reac-
tion from residents of Mulders-
drift and Honeydew about the
crime in this popular area that
forms part of the Cradle of Hu-
mankind on the West Rand.

Despite a desperate letter
for help to Gauteng’s MEC for
Community Safety, Faith Maz-
ibuko, from the Honeydew
Business and Residents Forum,
Zonnehoewe Residents Associ-
ation and the Sector 6 Honey-
dew Community Police Forum
on January 28 this year, no re-
sponse was received from her
office.

“We honestly do not know
what to do now,” said Kim Hob-
son, who wrote the letter to the
MEC. “We have been living in
Honeydew for 11 years and now
suddenly we have had four at-
tempted break-ins in five weeks

and they have been successful
twice since then in invading
our fortified house, guarded by
three Rottweilers, and cleaned
us out,” she said.

She said the robbers come
onto their property with bolt
cutters forcing sliding security
doors open and raiding their
house as “untouchables”. 

“They know the police won’t
lift a finger and we are too
scared to fight back.” 

Two Saturdays ago Colin
and Trish Swanepoel were held
hostage at gunpoint and forced
into their house when they ar-
rived back from an evening out.
Hobson’s neighbours, Ian and
Jean Paget, woke up last Tues-
day when robbers tried to
break into their house, and
chased them away. Last Friday
the robbers came back and
tried again.

“They now live in fear be-
cause they know they will be
coming back.”

It is not only the residents
living under these dangerous
circumstances, what used to be
a paradise in the basin of the
Cradle of Humankind, but also

businesses and the scores of
lodges, pubs, conference facili-
ties and other public places
that have been under siege
since last year.

Tresjolice Café Conference
Centre had six attempted rob-
beries and in the subsequent
three successful raids by
armed gangs they stole plasma
screens, TVs and other valu-
ables used for the benefit of
clients. 

Nkuna Mtata Conferencing
has had 11 raids since Septem-
ber, and Garden World has been
raided six times since Decem-
ber.

Two beleaguered farmers
told the Saturday Star last week
how owners of smallholdings
in the Muldersdrift/Honeydew
area were in the grip of fear af-
ter a spate of violent armed
robberies. 

Two of the gang’s victims –
local businessmen Jannie van
Staden and Louis Fourie – out-
lined the gang’s modus
operandi. 

Armed robbery in the area
has spiked since the disband-
ment last year of a special task

unit geared to investigate so
called “trio” crimes: armed
robbery, vehicle hijacking and
violence.

The Saturday Star was told
that a gang of at least 11 well
organised criminals is operat-
ing in the area; holding fami-
lies hostage, cutting communi-
cations, then ransacking pro-
perties for cellphones, elec-
tronic equipment, jewellery
and other valuables, before flee-
ing, sometimes adding a vehi-
cle stolen from the property to
the fleet they arrived in.

Hobson said 15 police offi-
cers from Honeydew had been
transferred to Cosmo City and
another six worked at the Zand-
spruit satellite station. Honey-
dew is, according to her, under-
staffed.

According to crime statis-
tics in the possession of the
Saturday Star a total of 45
people have been murdered in
the Muldersdrift area in the
past 18 months. Due to the gov-
ernment’s policy of not releas-
ing crime statistics, the success
rate in arresting the killers
could not be ascertained.

Cradle region residents
in bloody grip of fear
Crime gang knows under-staffed police won’t lift a finger, locals claim

BAIL for stalker Shumsheer Singh Ghum-
man is not “in sight at the moment”, in the
words of state prosecutor Billy Downer.

Ghumman, convicted in Britain in Sep-
tember of stalking Londoner Hannah
Rhind, allegedly petrol-bombed the Clifton,
Cape Town, house where Rhind and her
family were staying in mid-January. 

The London-based Ghumman appeared
at the Cape Town Magistrate’s Court yes-
terday on charges of arson, attempted
murder, conspiracy to commit murder and

malicious damage to property. 
Downer said the State wanted the case

postponed to April 19 to give police time to
complete their investigation, and to con-
tinue with plea negotiations.

“The South African investigation is ba-
sically finished. There are obviously bits
and pieces outstanding, but the overseas
investigation remains incomplete.

“Seeing that previous negotiations were
unsuccessful, we concluded a postpone-
ment for the answering of further 

particulars. Hopefully we will then be able
to take it to the regional court in prepara-
tion for trial,” said Downer.

Ghumman’s lawyer, advocate Philip
Higgo, said they wanted the case to go
ahead more speedily. “My client has been
in custody for two months and this has
been his seventh court appearance. 

Ghumman allegedly followed Rhind
and her family to Cape Town, and then he
tried to meet a hitman to kill someone. –
Stefni Herbert

No chance of bail for Cape stalker and arson accused

THE BIGGEST disappoint-
ment of the Dreamgirls open-
ing night on Sunday was that
I did not know that Kabelo
was there. Even more disap-
pointing was that I didn’t see
my favourite kwaito artist at
the afterparty. That’s how
jam-packed with A-list celebs
Dreamgirls was. 

Hlubi Mboya was stun-
ning in a pink feather boa.

Socialites Amy Kleinhans
and Edith Venter also got the
nod. Again the cast of
Isidingo was well represented
by Robert Whitehead.

In fact, the red carpet just
went on and on.

Somizi was wondering
around with a microphone
and cameraman in tow. It
seems that he is going to be a
presenter on Real Goboza. 

He was loving television
socialite Kabonina in her gold
dress. Sibongile Khumalo
was there to proudly support
her son, Tshepo Mngoma,
who is the show’s musical di-
rector. 

But she is having her own
show at The Joburg Theatre
on Monday, A Spirit Ascend-
ing. One show only.

Not to be missed. 
Back to Dreamgirls.
Lucia Mthiyane looked

fabulous in pink with blue
shoes. Some white people re-
ally let the side down by arri-
ving in jeans and a T-shirt. 

Yobs. 
Anyway, the show itself is

very enjoyable if you happen
to like old school R&B and
young women who sing really
loudly. The sets are amazing,
the actors on point and yet I
still feel it went on a bit much.
Just like the film. 

It is loosely based on
Diana Ross and the Supremes
and how she usurped her way
to the top, ruthlessly disre-
garding other people.

The script tries to paint
her as a victim, but you kinda
get the idea that that was so
not the case. 

Behind her joyous, toothy
smile, sparkling dresses and
outstretched arms lies the
heart of a cold vixen. 

The afterparty was the
best afterparty I have ever at-
tended. They’re usually a to-
tal anti-climax. 

Think the MTN Samas. 
But this was light and fun

and everyone was having a
good time, including lots of
musical theatre people all
saying it was the best show
they had ever seen.

The cast arrived looking
exhausted and not in the
mood for a party. The food
was superb and we all drank
copious amounts of red wine. 

Timothy Moloi and his
partner, Brian Heathfield,
started us all on Jagermeis-
ter, after which everything be-
came a tad hazy. 

Dreamgirls will hopefully

reach beyond the average the-
atre-goer and will grab those
out there who believe theatre
is for doddering art fags. 

Who knows, Dreamgirls
may help ignite new audi-
ences into realising that this
art form is one of the most
wonderful experiences cre-
ated by human kind.

Hopefully.

CLASSY: Kabonina and Somizi Mhlongo at the launch of the big new musical Dreamgirls
at Montecasino, Fourways. PICTURES: ZIPHOZONKE LUSHABA
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Beautiful
people
catch the
dream

HITTING THE JAGERMEISTER: Brian Heathfield
and Timothy Moloi.

RED CARPET: Singer Sibongile Khumalo at
Dreamgirls.

SARS HAS investigated 20 sus-
pected incidents of irregular
conduct by customs officials at
OR Tambo International Air-
port over the past 12 months.

Finance Minister Pravin
Gordhan revealed in a response
to a parliamentary question
that during the 2010/11 finan-
cial year, Sars investigated inci-
dents relating to the release of
detained counterfeit goods,

goods for which duties were not
paid in full and petty theft.

The incidents allegedly in-
volved customs officials and
others.

Of the 20 incidents reported,
10 involved misconduct, seven
corruption and three fraud.
One official was arrested and
two others were suspended as
part of official investigations.

Gordhan said there were 13

ongoing investigations, three
under prosecution, two final
warnings and two people had
resigned.

“Criminal investigations
are conducted as a norm after
internal investigations are
completed,” said Gordhan.

Earlier this month, customs
officials made a R1.5 million
abalone bust at the same air-
port, according to Sars.

“Officials were following up
on the 200kg dagga bust ... and
in the same shipment they
found 500kg of abalone,” said
Sars spokesman Kumaren
Moodley.

He said the abalone was de-
clared as pipes and pipe fit-
tings. 

“It was from the same com-
pany as the dagga and was due
to be exported to Taiwan.”

Customs officials caught in misconduct probes – Gordhan

CAROLYN RAPHAELY 

THE INQUEST into the death
in custody of 14-year-old Leon
Booysen, who allegedly hanged
himself by his grey school
trousers in a Heidelberg police
cell four-and-a-half years ago,
continued this week in the Hei-
delberg Magistrate’s Court. 

Senior State pathologist Dr
Johannes Steenekamp, who
conducted the post-mortem on
the boy’s body at the Germiston
mortuary in October 2006, told
the court that the cause of the
boy’s death was consistent with
hanging. 

However, he added that he
could not rule out the possibil-
ity of suffocation. 

Despite photographs of the
child’s body taken by
Eersterust undertaker Sun Lai,
Steenekamp told magistrate
Dawid De Bruin and prosecu-
tor Annelie Jordaan that appar-
ent anal injuries observed by
the boy’s aunt Sylvia Minies
were consistent with cuts in-
curred during the post-mortem
proceedings he had conducted. 

He was emphatic that there
were no injuries to Leon’s
hands, nails, anus or genitals at
the time of the post-mortem.

“We always look for sodomy
when a young boy dies in
prison,” he said, “and there
was no evidence of this.” 

The child was arrested and
detained on charges of house-
breaking after he was found
hiding in the roof of an aban-
doned hostel at Emmasdal
High School in Heidelberg
where he was a boarder and a
ward of State. 

Former Emmasdal teacher
Pieter Pretorius, who found the
boy hiding behind a geyser in
the roof of the building, told
the court that on hearing
noises he went to investigate. 

Jacky Herbst, the teacher on
duty, had then called the police
on the instruction of deputy
head Evert Pistorius.  

According to Pretorius,
“they (the school) often called
the police because this was a
school for stout kinders
(naughty children). 

“Usually they took the child

to the police station, took a
statement and brought them
back. 

“It was common to call the
police because we couldn’t dis-
cipline them. It was the respon-
sibility of the person on duty to
find out what happened to the
boy and why he did not return
to the school. 

“I wasn’t on duty. I just went
to the hostel to see how the
building and painting was go-
ing. I was going to move there
when the building was com-
plete.    

“No one was staying in the
hostel at the time. It was empty.
There was no food there. They
were renovating. There were
no locks on the windows and it
was easy to climb up the pipes.

“Leon put a mattress on the
floor in a room on the top floor
and put a TV next to the mat-
tress. He never stole the TV.
There was an empty room, a
TV and the bed he made for
himself. 

“He was hiding away. He
was co-operative but he would
not speak to me.”

Why a minor was arrested
for a small offence and held in
custody for the weekend, why
he was hiding and who he was
hiding from are questions still
pre-occupying Minies, an
Eersterust spaza-shop owner,
who was not informed of his
detention until five hours after
his body was discovered.  

Minies, who has not yet
been cross-examined, never be-
lieved that her nephew commit-
ted suicide and is eager to dis-
cover the origins of a message
Leon allegedly left in his cell. 

Cut out of toilet paper and
stuck to the floor with soap, the
message stated: “I am dead, I
hang myself. Beware.” 

Minies and the two friends
who accompanied her to the
Heidelberg police cells are mys-
tified as to how the boy came to
be in possession of scissors in
his cell and why he wrote the
message in English when his
home language was Afrikaans.
l Raphaely is a member of the
Wits Justice Project (WJP),
which investigates miscarriages
of justice.

Teen’s death ‘consistent with hanging’


