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MANGAUNG Prison,
run by security com-
pany G4S, is facing

more labour unrest as workers
threaten to go on strike. The
employees claim they will
down tools after their vocal
union leader, Dan Mbelwane,
was suspended on Monday,
allegedly for inciting the
unlawful strike that took place
at the prison last month. 

The Police and Prisons Civil
Rights Union (Popcru) does not
endorse the planned strike, but
it was to serve the prison man-

agement with a petition today. 
The petition lists many

demands, ranging from the lift-
ing of the suspension of Mbel-
wane and four others, to the
dismissal of some directors of
the prison. They also want the
Department of Correctional
Services (DCS) to take over the
detention centre. 

In 2000, G4S signed a con-
tract with the DCS for the con-
struction, maintenance and
running of the prison.  

The director of human re-
sources at the prison, Stephen
Page, called a meeting on Mon-
day in Bloemfontein, where
he informed Mbelwane and
Popcru officials of the suspen-
sion of Mbelwane and four
other employees, alleging they
had incited violence and labour
unrest and had abused sick
leave. 

Lawrence Msinto, Popcru’s
regional secretary, said: “These
allegations are baseless, and

the suspension isn’t in line with
the Labour Relations Act.”

If their demands are not
met, the employees claim at
least 500 warders and voca-
tional and administrative staff
will down tools from today. 

The warders and manage-
ment have been embroiled in a
drawn-out dispute over the lack
of security of warders, racism
and salary issues. This tense
stand-off came to a head last
month, when about half of the

staff members called in sick for
three consecutive days.

Prison riots broke out
because inmates missed meals
and were locked in their cells
for 23 hours a day as a result of
the staff shortage. They burnt
three cells and stabbed two
guards. 

The Labour Court deemed
the collective stayaway unpro-
tected in terms of the Labour
Relations Act and ordered all
employees to return to work.

Legally, prison guards deliver
essential services and are
therefore not allowed to strike. 

The disgruntled workers
however, view the suspension
as the last straw and they are
gatvol, according to a warder
who does not want to be named.

One of their main griev-
ances is the lack of protection
for warders in the maximum
security prison. Every un-
armed warder has to oversee 60
inmates in a prison that is rife

with gang violence. 
In the petition, 30 incidents

of violence against warders are
cited, ranging from rape to
hostage-taking and stabbings. 

According to Popcru, the
management didn’t report the
incidents to the DCS regional
office, as they are required to
do by law.  

Grace Molatedi, the DCS’s
Free State deputy commis-
sioner, said: “All incidents are
reported to us. DCS cannot just

take over the prison. That is
only possible if G4S has not
complied with the entire con-
tract. Labour strikes are, how-
ever, subject to financial penal-
ties for G4S, which can run up
to millions.” 

A year ago, Popcru declared
a dispute with G4S after salary
negotiations stalled. G4S is
refusing to disclose any finan-
cial information. 

An arbitration decision of
the Commission for Concilia-
tion, Mediation and Arbitra-
tion is expected this month. 
l Ruth Hopkins is a journalist
for the Wits Justice Project
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BOOS, protestations and
applause accompanied ANC
deputy president and National
Planning Commission deputy
chairman Cyril Ramaphosa’s
lecture at Wits University last
night.

The businessman delivered
a lecture on the National
Development Plan’s (NDP) pro-
posals for the economy. 

The planning commission
developed the NDP, which is
the government’s strategy to
reduce poverty and inequality
by 2030.

Ramaphosa said the econ-
omy did not yet serve the needs
of all South Africans as it was
monopolistic and skill levels
were poor, which resulted in
new entrants into the job mar-
ket not being accommodated. 

He said the development
plan would deliver faster eco-
nomic growth as it provided a
coherent, comprehensive and
pragmatic strategy. 

“We are a nation of people
who love to talk, we get noisy
when we are disgruntled,
and that’s good,” he said of

the criticism the plan had
received from trade unions
and some in the media.

Ramaphosa said workers
now enjoyed more protection
than ever before, whereas
before 1994 they would be fired
if they demonstrated.

This was met with boos
from a crowd of people calling
themselves the Marikana Sup-
port Campaign. 

A member of the audience
shouted: “They now get shot
instead.” 

Members of the group held
posters saying “Don’t let the
politicians get away with mur-
der”. The group comprises
members of the Thembelihle
Crisis Committee; the Maka-
use Community Development
Forum, from an informal set-
tlement in Germiston; and the
Democratic Left Front, a polit-
ical party. 

Group spokesman Trevor
Ngwane said they were demon-
strating because they were
convinced Ramaphosa was
heavily involved in the mas-
sacre of 34 miners at Marikana
last year.

Ramaphosa said the deve-
lopment plan had solutions to

“the deep structural weak-
ness” that had seen 50 percent
of South African youths
unemployed. 

“We plan to raise employ-
ment by 11 million to 24 mil-
lion by 2030,” he said.

Ramaphosa said many of
the unemployed lacked skills,
training and experience.

“The costs of hiring an
underperforming, inexperi-
enced worker are high and
firms are wary of hiring peo-
ple like that. It immediately
puts a glass ceiling for new
entrants.”   

He added that the plan
would foster robust manufac-
turing as it would attract

foreign direct investment and
ensure a stable economy. 

Even with the vibrant man-
ufacturing industry, the bulk of
jobs were likely to come from
small businesses, he said. 

Ramaphosa said the plan
was not perfect as there was no
perfect plan in the world.

The picketers were given
room to ask questions, and a
group member said the plan
failed before it had even
started because the govern-
ment had indicated it did not
care about its people when it
refused to pay for legal
representation in the wake of

the Marikana shootings.
Sapa reports that a member

of the Marikana Support Cam-
paign stood at the foot of Wits’s
Great Hall stage and screamed
at Ramaphosa during a ques-
tion-and-answer session.

“How do you sleep at night?
You have blood on your

hands,” the woman cried.
As university security led

the woman out of the hall, she
could still be heard shouting.

One member of the support
campaign criticised Rama-
phosa, saying the election of
one of the richest people in the
country as deputy president of

the ANC was worrying.
“The NDP is old wine in

new bottles, and that’s what
we are asking for,” he said
sarcastically.

“We are asking for more
Marikanas, more shooting,
more inequality, more brutal-
ity and less service delivery.”
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