
THURSDAY OCTOBER  3   2013 Established October 17 1887 R7,00 inc VAT Annual subscribers: R5,86        For subscriptions contact: gautengsubs@inl.co.za H H H H H www.star.co.za H H

BMW SA loses
opportunities due 
to strikes u Inside

SPECIAL
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Police
under fire
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South African Airways thanks all its customers for voting us the 
Skytrax ‘Best Airline in Africa’ for the 11th year in a row. 

Thank you to you all!

SALAD PLATTERS
uVerve 23

REMORSELESS KILLERS: Baby Samantha’s parents being sentenced in the Palm Ridge Magistrate’s Court yesterday. They have not indicated whether they will appeal. PICTURE: GIYANI BALOI

18 YEARS
lll Anger that it’s ‘not justice’

lll Parents still denying blame
lll Truth would never be known

BOTHO MOLOSANKWE
botho.molosankwe@inl.co.za

A
S PULE* watched his
niece disappear down
the stairs to the cell
blocks below, he was a

defeated man.
She was about to begin her 18-

year sentence for the rape and
murder of her daughter, 10-month-
old Samantha*. 

There was nothing else Pule
could do to help his niece clear her
conscience. 

Two days earlier, the 50-year-old

man had sat with his niece on the
bench outside the courtroom and,
with her hands in his, pleaded with
her to come clean about what had
led to baby Samantha’s death.

His niece – who can’t be named to
protect the identity of her other
children – and her boyfriend, Adri-
aan Netto, were found to have
caused her death. They have also
been convicted of her rape.

Throughout the trial, both par-
ents vehemently denied causing
those injuries and claimed they
didn’t know who was responsible.  

On Monday, Samantha’s lawyer

put her on the stand during
mitigation of sentence with the
hope the judge might show her
mercy.

Before she took the stand, Pule
begged his niece: “Tell the truth, this
court case is in your hands.”

However, when his niece stood
in the witness box, she dodged

questions, and her answers were
incoherent. 

Pule knew then that the truth
about what happened to baby
Samantha would never come out. 

Yesterday, at the Johannesburg
High Court sitting in Palm Ridge,
Judge Majake Mabesele said the
pair had subjected their daughter to
abuse and rape and caused her
death.

He said her ribs had been
squeezed so hard that they had
fractured.

“She suffered severe physical
pain before her death. Her sensitive

anus had been penetrated. She died
a painful and undignified death at
the hands of her parents.”

Judge Mabesele sentenced them
to 18 years’ prison each. 

They were given four years each
for culpable homicide, three for
child abuse and 15 for rape. The sen-
tences for culpable homicide and
rape would run concurrently. 

After the sentence, the pair sat in
the dock with their heads bowed.

They did not indicate whether
they would appeal.

Pule wasn’t surprised by the
length of the sentence. However, he

said his niece would probably have
received a lower sentence had she
told the truth.

He said he and his family
believed that Netto had some kind of
hold on Samantha’s mother and that
was why she didn’t reveal the truth. 

“I’m happy it’s not a life sentence,
and hopefully she will come out a
better person. She learnt the hard
way,” he said.

The sentence, however, has
enraged many who thought it was
too lenient.

Tania Otto, of Women and Men
Against Child Abuse, said: “We

would have liked to have seen a
harsher sentence. We believe that
rape should carry a life sentence.

“It mustn’t be forgotten that baby
Samantha suffered horribly over a
long period of time at the hands of
her cruel and brutal parents.”

The African Christian Democra-
tic Party’s Dr Meshack van Wyk said
the 18-year sentence “for the viola-
tion of a tiny, defenceless baby is
not justice and it will do little to
reduce South Africa’s appalling rape
statistics”. 

*Not their real names
See Page 2

BABY SAMANTHA SENTENCING

SUPPLEMENT 
INSIDE TODAY

Gangnam
style

EAEATT, , 
DRINKDRINK ,,

PLPL AAYY

Woman held hostage in prison has been attacked before
RUTH HOPKINS 

A PRISON warder has been taken
hostage at Mangaung Prison in
Bloemfontein. She was grabbed by
inmates when they were let out of
their cells for exercise yesterday
morning.

The men dragged the woman into
a cell and stabbed two warders who
tried to intervene. 

The woman is believed to be
unqualified to act as a warder and
has been attacked at the prison

before. At the time of publication,
global security firm G4S, who run
the prison, were working with the
SAPS’s elite Special Task Force to
end the hostage crisis. 

Prisoners have demanded a
meeting with the acting national
commissioner for the Department of
Correctional Services, Nontsikelelo
Jolingana.

Correctional officials could not
confirm whether the hostage had
been raped.

The safety and security of

warders at the Bloemfontein prison
has been a big bone of contention
between management and the
union. 

Lawrence Msinto, regional secre-
tary of the Police and Prisons Civil
Rights Union (Popcru), said: “In-
mates attempted to rape this lady in
2009. We sent G4S management a
petition that listed 30 violent inci-
dents towards warders – the tip of
the iceberg – and her case was
included, yet they took no measures.
They are arrogant.”

According to Popcru, the main
problem is the ratio of warders to
inmates. One unarmed warder has
to oversee about 60 violent, gang-
affiliated inmates. They have unsuc-
cessfully demanded increased man-
power at the maximum security
prison for years.

Safety and security concerns
were at the heart of a serious labour
conflict that came to a head in
August, when the employees took
collective sick leave. 

The Labour Court ruled that this

amounted to an unprotected strike
in terms of the Labour Relations
Act, and it ordered all employees to
go back to work. When the warders
went on strike again last month,
they were all dismissed by G4S. 

Popcru said unqualified staff,
trainees, administrative staff and
workers from other branches of G4S
have been roped in to replace the
dismissed warders.

Commenting on the hostage’s
suitability for the job, Msinto said:
“She has not worked in close contact

with inmates for years. After the
attempted rape in 2009, she worked
as an administrative assistant. 

“According to G4S policy, warders
who have not worked in contact
with inmates for more than three
months are not qualified and need a
refresher course.” 

It is the third time a hostage inci-
dent has taken place in the prison.

The G4S management had not
responded to queries about the
hostage-taking by the time The Star
went to press.


