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P
UBLIC Enterprises Min-
ister Lynne Brown be-
lieves she has got a “Mr

Fix-It” in Brian Molefe at the
helm of the ailing power utility
Eskom.

So confident was Brown yes-
terday that Molefe – the current
chief executive of Transnet –
was “the right man for the job”
that she’s looking beyond his
acting role at Eskom.

“Mr Molefe will be acting
chief executive for the next
three months (while Eskom
current chief executive Tsediso
Matona remains suspended
during an inquiry),” she said.
“I’d like to see him working
here for the next year, turning
Eskom around. 

“If Mr Matona returns, I’d
like them to work together. If
Molefe can’t be chief executive,
we’ll find another title for him.

“What I need is a chief exec-
utive who can do the job… who
can get the job done from the
get-go.”

Matona was suspended fol-
lowing an Eskom board deci-
sion to institute an inquiry into
poor performance of Eskom’s
generation plants, delays in
bringing the new plant on-
stream, high costs of primary
energy and cash-flow problems.

Yesterday Brown said the
decision to institute an inquiry
has created uncertainty about
Eskom’s ability to ensure secu-
rity of supply, and the success-
ful delivery of its build pro-
gramme.

She said the terms of refer-
ence of the inquiry that will be
led by Dentons (a global law
firm) had been concluded. 

Brown said Molefe’s ap-
pointment, though in an acting
capacity, was meant to stabilise

the executive leadership of the
embattled state-owned entity.

“I don’t want to deal with
leadership (problems). 

“If an executive or a board
member has to go, they must
go,” she said.

“His experience in having
turned around the Public In-
vestment Corporation and pro-
viding stability at Transnet is a
clear indication that Mr Molefe
is no stranger in leading com-
plex institutions.

“I am confident that we will
be able to draw on his experi-
ence and understanding of the
financial markets.”

Brown said Eskom was a
strategic asset and one of the
major utilities on the conti-
nent, therefore it was critical
that it operate optimally, and
contribute to economic growth
in the country.

She appealed to Eskom exec-
utives and employees to wel-
come Molefe and provide him
with all the necessary support
that he would require.

Molefe’s replacement at
Transnet, Brown said, would
be announced on Monday after
the Transnet board had consid-
ered three potential successors.

Molefe has been involved
with entities such as Telkom,
the Airports Company of SA,
the National Empowerment
Fund and the Export Credit
Insurance Corporation.

Yesterday Molefe said his
immediate priority would be to
deal with load shedding and to
minimise its impact on the
country. 

He said his medium-to-long-
term plans would be to explore
alternative energy sources,
deal with the existing problems
of power generation and re-
duce Eskom’s current reliance
upon coal.
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ESKOM’S interim chairman
Ben Ngubane says he “never
wanted the job” of leading the
country’s embattled power util-
ity. “I never wanted this job,” he
said. 

“When (Zola) Tsotsi re-
signed at midnight during a
board meeting, everybody in
the room turned around and
said ‘you must take his posi-
tion’.” But he said, now that
he’s at the helm, he’ll do what
he has to do.

“People go out and speak to
their favourite journalists and
they write their stories the way
they like it. Why should it affect
me?” he shrugged. “I didn’t ap-
point myself to this job. In fact
I never wanted this job at all.”

Ngubane, a former SABC
chairman who resigned dis-
gracefully after infighting
among board members at the
broadcaster, said what many
people do not know is that he
“turned around the SABC”.

Opposition parties criti-
cised Ngubane’s appointment
last month, given his role at
SABC after Eskom’s then-
chairman Tsotsi resigned.

“My role at the SABC was to

turn the broadcaster around.
“We found it with a debt of

R1.64 billion and in two-and-a-
half years we paid back that
debt. So we turned it around,”
he said. “If some board mem-
bers felt they didn’t want me,
that’s unfortunate, but we did
what we needed to do.”

Ngubane said some SABC
board members had clashed
with him because they didn’t
want the former head of news,
Phil Molefe.

He said Molefe was “the
only guy” who came up with a
plan to implement austerity
measures in the newsroom,
cutting its expenditure from
R900m to R600m. “But because
people didn’t want the guy for
personal reasons, it was made
out to be a big story,” he said.

Ngubane said he was aware
that Eskom was also a highly
contested entity, with leader-
ship squabbles contributing to
its instability.

He said there was a general
misunderstanding of how
state-owned entities worked.
Ngubane said he was not part
of the operational manage-
ment of Eskom, and would
therefore fulfil his role with the
board.

CRAIG DODDS

POLICE are battling to make
an impact in the fight against
Nyaope – the homegrown drug
cocktail ravaging township
youth – because 99 percent of
cases are thrown out of court
and there is no scientific defini-
tion of the drug yet.

Deputy national commis-
sioner for policing, Lieutenant-
General Khehla Sithole said
yesterday police were being
frustrated by the number of
cases that never made it onto
the court roll because prosecut-
ing authorities considered the
quantities involved too small.

“You will arrest these kids,
the case goes nowhere. They
make lines buying that thing,

and they don’t even fear to do it
500m from the police station,”
Sithole told MPs on Parlia-
ment’s police oversight com-
mittee.

“You take him from the line,
you arrest him, and they de-
cline the case. This kid comes
back to the line and buys and
even smokes (right there).”

He said the latest data
showed between 98 and 99 per-
cent of all cases against “the
Nyaope kids” were not placed
on the roll.

He was responding to con-
cerns raised by MPs over the
lack of a target in the SAPS an-
nual performance plan – which
police officials presented in
Parliament this week – for the
recovery of Nyaope.

ANC MP Angie Molebatsi
complained the drug was “tear-
ing our communities apart”,
yet not mentioned in the plan.

Sithole said the SAPS had
identified 24 hotspots in the
country as part of a pro-
gramme targeting Nyaope.

But national commissioner
Riah Phiyega said the courts
were lagging behind crime
trends in viewing quantities as
too small for prosecution.

Street robberies were in-
creasing as youths stole small
valuables to sell for money to
buy the drug.

“Our courts remain behind
because they’re looking at size
from a wrong dimension while
there’s major erosion in soci-
ety,” Phiyega said.

Sithole said dealers deliber-
ately kept the “packets” small
so they couldn’t be prosecuted.

MPs were alarmed to hear
there was as yet no scientific
definition of the drug, making
it harder for police to crack
down on the base chemicals in-
stead of pursuing users.

“We know the dominating
chemical is heroin but forensic
services is assisting us,” Sit-
hole said. The mixture differed
from one region to another.

The key to “killing the
drug” would be tackling the
trafficking of heroin, he said.

He added Phiyega would
speak to prosecuting authori-
ties about both the frustration
and the difficulties police expe-
rienced. 
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INMATES at Johannesburg
Correctional Centre (‘Sun
City’) Medium B went on a
hunger strike on Wednesday,
demanding head of the prison,
Samuel Mahlanga, resign.

Prisoners claim that he is
abusing his power by unfairly
revoking their privileges and
that their conditions of con-
finement are a danger to their
health. The strike came to an
end late Thursday afternoon
when some of the prisoners
were transferred out of the
prison to other facilities.

According to a prison
kitchen source, a majority of
the 3,500 meals prepared for the
inmates returned untouched to
the kitchen on Wednesday. 

Four prisoners told the Wits
Justice Project (WJP) they pre-
sented a petition with their
grievances to the management
of the prison the week before
the hunger strike. 

The prisoners’ main griev-

ances relate to dangerous con-
ditions at Sun City. For exam-
ple, they cite the lack of health-
care professionals in the unit
where inmates with infectious
diseases are housed. 

“Inmates are being cared for
by fellow inmates because
there are no nurses,” said
‘Thabong’, an assumed name
to protect his identity.

Thabong also said that sani-
tation has been ignored by
prison officials, no cleaning
supplies are being provided,
and that inmates are falling ill
due to unhygienic conditions. 

Other basic needs have not
been met. Thabong said he was
transferred from Mangaung
Correctional Centre in Decem-
ber, but has still not yet been is-
sued a uniform, bedding or
sheets. He said that he sleeps
on a mat in a cell with 60 other
inmates. Others in his section
also lack uniforms and bed-
ding. Inmates claim that since
Mr. Mahlanga took over as
head of prison, many of their
privileges have been termi-

nated without reason.  For ex-
ample, family visits have been
limited to only 10 minutes, and
the tuck-shop has been shut
down. Furthermore, they claim
their families are not allowed
to bring clothing for the in-
mates even though the prison

has failed to provide uniforms. 
One Sun City staff member,

who spoke off the record to
WJP, confirmed that family vis-
its had been limited to 10 min-
utes. However, the prison clerk
in charge of booking family
visits denied this was the case. 

Thabong also said that all
educational and sports activi-
ties had been terminated. He
was enrolled to study at the
University of South Africa, but
since his transfer to Sun City
he said he has not been allowed
to continue the program.

DCS Deputy Commissioner
of Communications Manelisi
Wolela confirmed that a
hunger strike took place.

“We can confirm that 36 of-
fenders from single cells of the
C unit at Medium B, had com-
plaints and threatened to em-
bark on a hunger strike.

Issues that they complained
about related to the tuck shop
particularly the regulation of
the purchase amount that each
offender qualifies for in terms
of the security classification.

The Head of Correctional
Centre addressed them and the
operations have returned to
normality since yesterday.” 

■ Adams and Ahmad are

journalists with the Wits Justice

Project (WJP).

THE WAY IT IS: Gauteng Education MEC, Panyaza Lesufi,
explains his decision to close the school. PICTURE: PABALLO THEKISO

LOCKED OUT: Tempers flare outside the gate of the Roodepoort Primary School where a dispute between the Education
Department and members of the local community prevents many children from attending class. PICTURE: CHRIS COLLINGRIDGE
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Will current Transnet boss be the good
doctor to cure power utility’s ailments?

I never wanted this job at
all, says Eskom’s Ngubane

Drug cocktail ‘too small’ for courts

Prison hunger strike over uniforms, bedding, family visits

School ‘had to be closed because of disruptions’

JOIN our Reader Council and get
free airtime and stand in line to
win a lucky draw prize of a
luxury Indian Ocean ruise. 

Hundreds of our readers
have already joined and given
us important feedback on how
we are doing at regular
intervals. It’s really simple, fun
and tremendously important
that we hear from you, our
valued readers.

Join us now by following the
link below and completing the
questionaire. Once you’re
registered, we’ll contact you. 

We will invite you to
complete short surveys, which
are entirely voluntary, but each
time you do so, you will be
rewarded with free airtime
which we will send to your
cellphone.

We’d love you to be a valued
member of our Reader Council
because your opinions are very
important to us.

http://readercouncil.questio
npro.com

NEW BROOM: Brian Molefe is the ‘right man’ to head up
Eskom, according to Public Enterprises Minister Lynne Brown.

LEAD SA has called on the public
to come together in solidarity
against xenophobia during a
silent vigil in Joburg planned 
for Tuesday.

The silent
vigil is in
response to 
a spate of
xenophobic attacks in several
parts of South Africa that have
left thousands of people
displaced, and several dead.

“We call on everyone to stand
up with us against xenophobia
and preserve our humanity. 

“The Lead SA Silent Vigil will
be an opportunity for peaceful
self-examination and reflection
on the tragic events of the last

couple of weeks. We want those
being targeted to know that they
are not alone, that we are all
human and we will not condone
these violent attacks.”

Lead SA has
been inundated
with the goodwill
of people who

want to stand up and stories
continue to pour in under the
#NoToXenophobia hashtag of
people actively assisting those
who have been affected.

“We are humbled by the
many voices that have risen
against xenophobia and the
countless instances of activism
during this dark time.” 

See Page 4

Call for ‘silent vigil’ in the
battle against xenophobia
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GAUTENG’S Education MEC
Panyaza Lesufi said yesterday
he was forced to close Roode-
poort Primary School indefi-
nitely because of continuous
disruption of schooling in the
area.

Yesterday, a group of par-
ents and community members
forcefully seized control of the
school building, locking the
doors and expelling all official
school personnel. 

The school, which is located
in Davidsonville in the West
Rand, was shut down after par-
ents and the provincial depart-
ment could not agree on the
future of its principal.

The department is currently
applying for a court interdict
from the South Gauteng High
Court, which would prevent
community members from con-
tinuing acts of violent disrup-
tion.

For the time being, parents
are being asked to seek place-
ment of their children at
nearby schools.

Parents have made allega-
tions of fraudulent appoint-
ment of teachers and misman-
agement of funds. 

The MEC investigated sev-
eral matters related to the ap-
pointment of three SA Democ-
ratic Teachers’ Union teachers,
with the community saying
due process was not followed.
The principal and chairperson

of the school governing body
were also accused of malad-
ministration.

There had been disruptions
at the school since February,
when parents accused the prin-
cipal and her deputies of
racism and corruption. After
an investigation, all three were
cleared of any wrongdoing by
the MEC earlier this week.

Lesufi said yesterday he was
forced to take a “difficult and
painful” decision to close the
school. “I don’t normally sur-
render to anarchy, I don’t nor-
mally surrender to lawlessness,
and I don’t surrender to those
that are hell-bent on disrupting
education. I have taken the de-
cision to close the school purely
because I was influenced by the

safety of our young ones and
our teachers.”

He said he had “bent over
backwards” for the community
in trying to resolve the issues
that the school faced.

”I abided by their request to
appoint an independent foren-
sic company to determine
whether the principal and
deputy principal were ap-
pointed correctly. I obliged and
appointed a legal firm to inves-
tigate the appointment, in
which they found that they
were appointed correctly.’

“I’ve done everything hu-
manly possible to ensure that
there is sanity and that the
problems of that school are re-
solved using dignified mecha-
nisms,” Lesufi said.

Dear readers,
we’d love to
hear from you

UNHAPPY WITH CONDITIONS: Inmates at  ‘Sun City’ prison
want the governor to resign.             PICTURE: ITUMELENG ENGLISH


